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Heleoss to thle, our second Progrsss Report. As with clhsrs of
it kind it serves the purpoze of keeping vou vp to dats on any
deveiopssats, of showing you how conveanltlon membsrshlp is grow-
ing, and of proviag that the commiiise are in facht sPdll allvs
sad fupctioning and haven’it abscended with the convention funds.

Ae vou will see when reading Uhrough, thiangs ave slowly bul
surely coming Logether smnd the responsa in tzrme of memberships,
ghven that we'ira sot ysi actusliy late 1984ss I write, has bees
aost hearitening. Devldesntly ouyr amsounced iatsatiss e soncsu~
trate on SF as & literery form, op ths books and magazines that
show SF st 33s mospt vitel and origimal, ratboer than atlemptiag
to also covayr ite meny end proliferating aanifestations

ik otber media, is ome ithalt appsals to many psvple,

®¥hat alno appesis to them, @0 doubi, is the prosmpect of a fan
programae that 2ifis the ddecussion of fzszines beyoad ithe
srivial; the ddes of ¢ single contiavows programse with ilems,
whotbezr fannlsh or sclencs flctional, tekisg place in the sams
pain con Ball, and the somuities®s hope that ucwone will atienpd
npe type 2f ftesm o the exclusiss of the otherp ihe notloa of
fibms mot usnally ssen at coaventiocns thal may wall siratch
their concestion of just what SF ls and which have been chopesn
6ot to merely provide a distrastien dut %o form &n intsgral
part of the progrsmmes) and the fact thel this will be a small,
gompact, and friendly convention shers thay il hawe & vesl
chance of wsating new peodia,

But then you kpow 811 this zmlready. ¥Whsl you may nol koow - and
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what has puzaled a sumber of people - s how a convention being held
in Hewvastle came Lo bs called MEXICON. ah, thereby hasgs & tale,
and hers to fell you all about 1.1: is Linds Plekersgill, in a plses
abs calls:

THE ORIGINS OF MEXICON %, 6.+ ovses

situatad ssask dad iu ihe
mliddle of deordip-land cailed MBEITUNY Is 1% really betause
Hewcastle i tvine-cily %o Tiajsanat Or becewss folks in the Highe
lande like ¢o sing “South of the Border Down Wewcastle Wayp"? O
because snchilsdes go wall with Novcastle Brown? The resl swawer lic
in = situstion sthat arcse at CHANNILOOW 4a Brighton during Hestep Jf’
182, Maybe you vewember 1% as I 49, espezially those 1ull pericds
when the barg vere zhut and thers sesped nobthing batter o do than
it arcund and sutier hed f-bsarted cowplaltuls. This pavrticmlay
afternocon a compllted group of ug were seated near Lthe bar in cass by
some freak circumstance it shoild open early, muitering nway and
ailring our favourits gripes while wabching as barbsrian hordes sad
Logan's Runnere smbled by. The muttering had to do with the shaiging
nature of Bastercons (¢ross referencs. ses: “Hob Hansen'e Guide To
Fonntsh Complainte® nusber 37). This rapidly aging grive sas about
how the wass populariiy of imitmw Pletion had broadensd the
deflnition of whatl was once prisarily a wriltten medium to include
Pilms, televislon, comics, computers, costumes, war gemes, and Shap
Trek pornc. The conciuslon was that written 8$F, both as literaturs
and as a bapis for fenzine culiturs, is now a fringe itself in Lhe
wlder fleld of what i8 now bnown ss "Sci-Fid, [t's 2 sed day when you
. discover that your ziar is xm Lomger the oaly one shiniong in %the

universs, ao we griped and wailted for the bar o DPRIe

h i

et we really seed¥, someone began, "im a gpecial special

Llatersst group. Something truly frinmge that we can clais to belomg to
and demand that the next Easterenwn cater for us.” "Yeah, but iike
whatt® "Like Mexican landon®, Ez\bi Front threw at us. We all turned to
star: at her. "Wou mean mwa dw such a thing?Y, Gregory askeds "Oh,
surely there must be somewhery...Mexican fans runaing sround doing
Mexicanly fasnieh type things. [ don't see why Mezissn fans should be
negleosted just hacause t%:ey m a snall spec M* intsvrest group.”
Things biosaomed from dmv*a. #e would ‘basowus Hﬁm%"ﬁﬁ Fandom  and
denand bi-lingual prograame books and programsses calariang to

Maxican fens. Weld want gieat&s scheduled for the afterncons ss well
as tequils on demand and tar:m; ssrved at the bausguet. Our pleas graw
wild. Chris Evana suggestad we zll wear soabreros with "Kees He
Queek® badges on them an inspirsd by the ‘gouveniy of Brightun’® hats
‘he'd seen earlier that day. Greg suggested that we all wear tight
. plack trousers with silvers -spangled siripes runaing down the seams,
- and Harry Bell suggested bandeleros, Without realising it we had
-@lipped into ueing a Hollywood atyle peeudo-Hexlicasn acceantl and sach
wew suggestion was greeted with many “arridavs and %zl aivs, Yasd
wefll reguest that we have our very own Mexlcan. badges®, someons
threw in, to which the unanimous reply was: “RBADGES? We don' need no
steenkin’® badges!? {cross reference see: "Treasurs of the Sierra
Madre®), By this tise the bar had opened at last and we all zrabdbed
a drdok to toasi our mantitv‘aa a fringe gmup. Moxican fandomg....
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scothe kind wio rend SF and fanzinss, Spontansously we beoke inbo
Maxdcan~Like avng, “aye yi yd vl.o...hs It wam ths cniy Mewloan song
we koew and even then we didn'l xuow the vest of 1t so we Jmet hkepd
sianglog the save phrass over and over ageln! "aye ¥3 ¥i vi...oys ¥i
71 yiss.007, Mexioen Zandos was bBorn,

A¥

&nd there you have 1%, How fur an updats on varlous mepects of She
conesntion frow Lhose responzible Tor he@eo:wses

§f;g ﬁfﬁ; If you think that all Selence Plobion convention fiima
et wd  ehould feabure spacsehl ps and people wearing Pisnbowsls
i their beads then the MEXIEDH film progrssms is mot for you. iz,
Wowever, you believs bhat spaculebive ¢laeas hoes ez mony facets am
speculative Mlotion, I thisk we have soms thinge 1o interest ¥OU...

There will be seven fellolengih movies ab MENIOOH, boik elassies and
leaser-known Llems, They range frowm "TFhe Man Who Hould Be King®
through "alphaville® to "COsline and Julis Go Boatingy, a brilliasnt
Fremch fils which we'll be showing for the first tims at & Britlgh
nvantion. We alsgo bave Kevin Brownlowis "I¢ Happened HersY, the

Ld-60s film sbout a Nazl ccoupation of Loadon, and Jamss Iwvaryig
®ZavagesY, anciber first, The full list #ill be anaounced nearsr io
the asctusl comvsnlion, ss will the warious cartoons and shorits whiek
are prasenily being chosen, Since the vilwe Yorm s vart of the maiyp
nrogeanss ve bops 7 will #l1 be wmell attendsd rather than becoming
a beer-drsak, sg they hove at gome recent Sons. You'll just have %n
remsader Lo buy two pinta bDefore you wisii the halli

sanssedOHE JAPEOLD,

&

LOA MTIRILS 44 Ih hesdly seess 1iks 1977 was the last time I
FANZINE g%“jL* / vai 2 fanroom. It seess movre like 1877. Facen
and fanzlaes have changed some slnce bthes = epme for the beiter - but
the fupcticn of a fenzips roow resalng sued the ssee; Lo give the
producers an oppertunily to resch new readers, and the new readsrs
{and the old who aren’t «s asbtive &s they maybe sugil o bel a chanve
to piek up on what's zurrentiy svaiiasble,

Curreni Tanzines fors ome leog of our fri-partite schems, and in thia
gpecific regard we'd Iike &13 those who'rs ipitending to put cul
fapsives belwssn wow aud WELICON to rup ¢ff a few oxtra with the idea
of putting thes out for sale {at nomingl cowvta) is the fenzine rovm.
Ary and all types of faazine walcome, from ths detevminedly seresn %o
the mogt obstursly perscnal. Asy Pansdlicrs who want %o provide geif-
publieiiy are cerialaly encoursgsd to do so ~ the wove gross and
blatant the beitsr.

0ld faneiues sre, im our view, equally ilmportani. The sort of junk
youfye got ptuck sowewhsrs that you can’'it get rid of or brinmg youre
ssLY to throw away may be jush whatl someons zlse wanis « 1f noi o
cherish forsver then just %o read and spill beer on in the faznroom.
Whst we wanit %o do is arrasge & substantisl mass of fanzinee inm some
sort of senslble vrder m6 thal psople can generally root Shrough thew
0% leave them behind, whichewer ssens mors appropriate,

Associated with the iake-~away Llibrary is= a faunzine suslion, a onse
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popular fannish event we’re reviving out of sheer perversity, Most of
the best and most famous stuff donatsd to the fanrcom will be
extractsd for this, mainly in (the hope that it won’t Just be uged for
besr-mais or nose-wipes and that individuals who are genuine fanzine
enthuglasts and collectors will have a chenee to pitk up on intersst-
ing iteas. Prices will, as with the sales table, be probably pretty
nowinal, and we'vre planning on saking the event as much an entertaln-
reat asanything slse.

Kegarding ail the above, we al Mewicon fentral would like fanzine
sditors to tell us as socon as possible that they 2o iatend offering
material up for the asles table, snd we'd like psople with fanziue
collectlons they can no longey contemplate keeping to actnally get
their siuff o edther myself (Greg Pickersgill) or to Harry Bell at
some tlme in advance of the convention, or at least as parly on in
ths event as pogsible, so thay it may be properiy sorted,

¥s're also after displays, photos, and the like. If you see anything
that entertains you brimg or send 1t on and we'll find space for 1%,

Gres Ploksrazgill or, 1if sore convenientis Haryy Bsil

74 Lawranes Rd., 2 Lincoln 8t.,

South Baling Gateshend

London W5 4L¥J, Tyne & Wear KES 4EE,

fg@fg jﬁﬁ?{}(;f?}qﬁ4%g2§’Tﬁa fanzine programme will concsnirate on

intelligent discuesion of thoss personial
toples of inlersst whick fill| fanzine lettercolumns. ¥e hope to
ganerats both heat and light,

Among the delights in store will be "Hest The Critics®, Stwon
Ounalsy, former MATRIXZ reviewsr and editor of SPILL I7 HOYES, will be
one of a number of vritics vutting indivwidusl vwiews on the purpons
and ideal form of fanzine reviews. Ars critics Just mobtivated by
elitist bloodiust? Or 1& thers some Higher Purpose, cruslly

ignored by the multitude? Flod ocut at MEXICON.

Another ites, already mentlonsd, is the fauzine production workshop,
Heve I need your help. What do you potentiasl fanzine editors {or sven
sxperienced ones) want io know about the physlecal production of a
fanzine? Are thers spscific technigues such a8, for instance, the
patehing-in of elestrostencils ento ordinary stencils, thal you
parbticularly want %o ses demonsiratsd? Let us know,

Abl Frost

69 fobin Hood Gdns.,
Cotten 8t.,

London B 14,

Arnd now we go over to Chris Evans for a few words on the serioud....



é;;r fsf?éyi;F?#QA454 32: AF programss will be designed to explore

current status of sclence fiction in itz
sore eaupliious and Literary forms, 1% will discuss the stats 07 the
art and exawine frends with a view to establisbing what sori of
futurs SF has as o distinct literary category, or whethsr it has a
futurs at all.

Many dmportani conlemporary writere {rom Thomas Pynchon to Doris
Lessning have begun to use SF wmotifs in thelr work, and the

prograsse will explore the influence these wrilters arse having on the
field, It will alec look at the role of the critie, the funciiom of
SF as a provhetle and socially conseious literature {with refevence
te Gruwelll, and the idea that SF may be ap sdolescent form of
Iitarature, On a »ore practical level, it will comslder the pressat
state of the markeipiacs, with editors and sstablisbed wrilters on
hand to off2r advice to nsy writers.

Among the guesits who have agreed to appear on the programme ars the
authors Rusesl Hoban, Ohristopher Priest, Mlcehard Cowper, Hobart
Holdstoek, and Liss Tuttle; the critics Pster Nicholls and Jobn
Clute; and the sditors Halcolm Pdwards (of Goilancz) asd Richsrd
Evans (of Fatural,

And, Timally, welre currently investigating ithe possibility of
doing something a 1itile different ~ presenting the premiers of a
play based on Philip K.Dick®s last novel, THE TRANSMIGRATION OF
TIMOTHY ARCHER, as adapted by Geof? Ryman,

gl §  The maln conventicn hotel i the Reyal Station,
?}ﬂ” ff{??};i geans of thy original TYERCON of 1974, It's quite
smazing Yo look down the present mswmberablp 1ist and see many veopls
who, whather {at the time) as young and innocent as Tony Johnsion ov
as ¢ld and deprived as Harpy S2ll, »ill remenber the the Royal
Station as & far bedter than stenderd-ipsue counvention hotel and will
nesd 11tile parsuading to actusglly show up now that they'vs paid
thelr wenbsrahlp, For thoss who've nevsy eyperioncad the hotel
however, & few facis: Phe meln c¢on hall is on ths firet fiooer and
has sesting for mors than 250 peoples, saking it perfect for our
purposes. Ddrectly oppesite ths con ball is the convention bar, which
is in fure adjscent to the Tanzine room, ito which you can retire o
read 93d fanzines or Just to listen to the suglc, and right next to
thia 1g the Contlnulity Room, where small imprompts swenis and group
pootings tan take place, with the Coneow Sguedroom nearby to provids
ready sesistancs and instant inforaation all through the convention,
The bookroos is around the sorner, 0ff one of the large landinges as
ldeal for hanging arounsd on, Downstalrs is the hotel lobby, a largs
glireulating area where the rogistration desk will be, and lsading
£¢ this 18 the main hotel bar which, iike ths sthers, ars opsa
untdl Z2am xg a zalter of c¢ourse, and will resaisn open as long as
there 18 the trade Lo warrant deing so,

As a vesull of our good relationship with the managesent thers will
be lcw cost bar meals (£2-23) in both restaurants from 12 noons-2, 30p=
and 6pm~i0pe every day of the convention, and becanss of the
managsris fascinntion with the idea of *MEXICON® there's a high
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1ikelinood these will inciude ehili, tacos, vefried beuns, and eapteric
stulf Like that, with Hexiconegtyle drinks also availabie in the bars.

The room rates we've negotinted are raakiy quite sood in 1934 terms -
choaper than at some conventions bald in 1983, in fatt - as can be
oon on the booking forwm encloned with this Progress Hepopt,

As far as roows g0 we have 165 beds aliocated %o us In the Boyel
Station and & minimum o€ 70 se far in the overtlow notel, the County,
which is guite llterally acrcas the et - & whols 40 yards away, As
we huve 150 people signed up alrsady anyone determined te be in the
sain hotel should send back thelyp booking fors as moon as posaible,

g@ﬁ:@;}@;yfgyﬁggﬁgjgg He would mrafer vreglstration wonay in advance of
PRI N the copvention, I¢ booking rooms for people not
yet rezistersd plesse send their registration money along with your
booking forms. Make chequss payable Lo MEXICOK,

Egiﬂﬁimézy st we o do aot intend serrying sdvertiging in

WM Progress Beporis we do intend offering space for

n Lhe Prograsme Book. 4t pressnt wve don't have any fPlra poliey op
« L¥ gnyone is Juteresbtsd in buying spass in the Programse

Hook they should econtast Rob Hangen, 94 Grssnles Rd,, EBast Han,

Lundon EE 1DX, as Boon am possible and they will receive all the

relevandt inforsaiion when 11 3 avallable.

ADVERT

b W

the Bookwoos, and although vrates have not ¥ob basy
alised any enguiries to bim from professionsl or fan dealers will be
g 2ded T a8 soon as things are seiiled, Welre sapselally hoping to
atiract dealers carrying stoek beraaps nob normally assoclabed with
Sclence ¥letion toneenilons, bab lavking this the usual Heinletss #id
Asiwors will just hawe to o,

el T T eg el ] arry Bell (address as FANZIND ROOM) will b organizin
uﬁ&j&jfif%ﬁﬁizﬁf Harry Bell (address as Fawz ROOM) will be organising
L 4

ﬁr}ﬁgﬂﬁi iﬂ}f and lutredible as it may sound, the soneept of MEXLCON
ik " has come uwader attack fros two different and entirely
unexpected diractlons. Oue group sees convincsd it will be nothing
wore than a frivolous and entizely social fannishe Ly pe convantion, with
virtuaelly no ‘pevious’ content, vhile saother side has run away witlh the
ddea that MEZICUON intends to be wholly Bavde-core serious asd cotistructe
1ve wilh no roow for the more ‘rasual?! aspects of conventionsering.
Nelther of these im of course Srus. HEZIGON sisers a deliberate and
deterained middls-gourse, amd 35 as true to 1t now a8 when 1t was firsi
concelved. 4 glance ai Chris Ewvans® 87 programaing aand John Jarrold's
file-list will confirm thers's enough to matizfy the digsrininating
side af the braim. aAbigail Frost's fanzine-orientsd items and the
fanzing yoom will prowide the bridge and the Newcasmtle end ot the con
conmitise, after theyive sompieted their ideological and hotel lialson
roles, will use the experience they've gaived from many SILICONa (the
most sotial and fannish sonvention of them all) to provide sntertain-
ments in the form of #anes, botd rough and acre or loss intellactual,
The ‘rough’ gemes will be hidden behind a discreel vell for ths moment
(though veterans 0f the YORCON 2 fanroom may heave soms Ldss of what's
in stored, but the quizzes are Justifiabvly ecomvention Favouritss and
will take several forms, More on the exavt nature later, bub teams are
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oeeded, espatially thoss Y%Qfﬁﬁﬁn»at§¥$ of Tan-groups. If vou sre
in%%*sat ¢ plesse copkact Kevinm Williams, 19 Jesmvnd Deps Bd,,
Jessoad, Newgastle-upon-Tyane NE2 3g¥, to put yourself in lise o win
dorent nrizes {po shesp wine this timel). EBvening sud *Psoplels?
dipens nre also plananed.

Hemborahlps recslved o dater

1. MARTIN RUNNEY 49, HOCHELLE 03

2. ROB HOLDSTOUK 50. ALEX STEWART

%o VINCEWT CLAREE 51, JOBN WURE

Lo JIM BARKER %2. DAVE "’*“LLI»

5,  JOHN HaRVEY 53, ERVIN SMITH

B, EVE HARVEY 54, DIANA u‘*ﬁ?”’h

Z, OREG PICKERSGILL %8, PRIL JAMES

8, LINDA PIOKERSGILL 56,  D,WEST

Y. ROB HANSEN 57, PAUL KINCALD
Lo, JOEN JARROLYD %8, PAUL WILLIAM3
11.  ABIGAIL FROST 59, LOUISE WiLLIaus
12, PAM WRELLS £0O. DAVE HICKS

13, 4. IAN $ILLIAMS
14, STEVE mwm £2, TONY JOHNSTOR
15, CHRIS EVans 53, KATE MOURE

16, CHEIS ?:é:;gzw Gl IAN MADLE

s o i 65, JARICE HAULE
18, REVIN WILLIAM3 66, HEIL THOMPSON
19, SUE WILLIAMS 67. JATNE WHITTAKER
503 AEIRM 68, mzm ALDIBS

X BELL £9, GECFY RYMAN

22 PARDOE F0. JIMBY ROBERTSOW
2%, ; wg FARDOE F1l. JOHN HTYLES

2b,  JOHN WILKES F2. TIBS

£25. FRANCES J. WELEOH 7%, WICHARD VIiNE
26, FAUL VINCERT Fhs HICK LOWE

2%. DAYE CGOCKFIELD, 75, MARGAREY WERRBANK
26. OWEN WHIT P6. ETEVE GREEN

29, ANDY FY F7. TOM TAVLOR

. JULIE #L ; P8, EATE DAVIES

31, DAVID BRIDGE 79, RICHARD EDWARDS
32. BOB JACKSOR B0, ROGER PERLING
3%,  CORRL JACKSON 81. A@m THOMAS

Bip,  HWIKE HAMILEOH 82, HARLNA wOLROYD
%5, SIMON OUNSLEY 8%, LAURs WHEATLEY
3. - ROZ KAVENEY Bi, KEVAN GH&YSON
29, ALUS RARRIES 85, KEVIN HENWOOD
28, BRI&Y SMITH 8&e BRUCE sﬁx%xma
39, DAVE LARGFORD 87, TAIN O, THOMAS
40, HAZEL LANGFORD 88, JEREMY mx et |
43, WEIL HEFPLE 89, IANIY DICKSON
42, SUE HEPPLE 90, AUDREY KELLOW
43, TOHY BERRY 91, OSCAR DALGLEISH
4. BOB DAY 92, R, SNEDDON

45, DAl PRICE 93, DAVE WILKINSOW
LA, MaURZEER PORTER S4.  MARTIN TULOR
L%  RICHARD COWPER 95, LUCY HUNTZINGER
48, ALAK DOREY 96, JOHN WALLACE
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g8,

99.
100,
101,
102,
103,
104,
W05,
106,
107,
108,
109,
110,
it
112,
113,
1lh.
115,
116.
137,
1148,
139
120,
123,
122,
12%.
12“@@

Liat

ALLIBON WALLACE
KENNETH LaKkg
PALL OLDROYD
CHRISZ DOHALDSOH
MARK HANSEW
ANE LOOKER
DAVID BELL
JOYCE SLATER
GARY KILWORTH
ANNETTE KILWORDH
MIKE FORD
COLIN FINE
DUNCAN BOOTH
MICKEY POLAHD
PETER COHENW
LINDA JaMES

ROY MACIWSKI
GLEN WARMINGER
GRAHAM POOLE
JaN POOLE

PETE LYON
RICHARD SMITH
TIW TLLINGWORTY
AHDREW ROSSE
SUSAN FRAMCIZ
IAN SORENSON
MIKE DAMESICK
SUE THORASOY

125,
126,

127,

128,
129,
130
131,
132,
133,
154,
135,
136,
137,
138,
i}f 3
1h0.
143,
1428,
1435,
1k,
145,
146,
147,
148,
149,
150
151,

complete as of Decsmber 4th 1543,

PETER WESTON
COLIM SMITH
JOHN STRYARD
ASHLEY wWatgiss
MAL ABHWORTH
CAROLLNE WULLAR
ANNE WARREN
KEN SLATER
CHALSTINA LAKE
LILIAM EDWARDS
JOHN PAUVL BHITH
ROBERY 3TUBBE
MARTIN sMITH
PAUL DORMER
€AY ALLaN
VIHCENT DOCHERTY
JOBEPH NICHOLAS
JUDITH HANHA
MIKE BUERWOOD
BOGER ROBIWDOH
MARTIN HOARE
KATIE HOARE
HELEN MOHABD
SAMES BRUNTON
DAVE WOOD

ANDY BOBERTSON,



